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Gold C Realty

HONESDALE OFFICE
100 4th Street

Honesdale, PA 18431

Tel: 570-253-5302

WEB: www.goldcrealty.com

Custom Home: 4 Acres 
Delaware Riverfront

3 bedroom/2 bath, fi replace, 250 ft. of 
shoreline, custom design.

Ref #2654 $695,000

Restored Delaware 
Riverfront

With cottage, pond, 225’ river 
shoreline, fi replace, hardwood fl oors, 

2 hours to GW Bridge.
Ref #2652 $565,000

Acreage: 4 Acres 
Delaware Riverfront

Open meadow, 225’ of shoreline, 
perced & ready to build, 2 hours to 

New York City.
Ref #2672 $254,000

Country Charm
Ideal home-based business, 15 acres, 

pond, 4400 sq. ft. home, private 
setting, 2 hours to New York City.

Ref #2629 $650,000

Country Multi-Family/
Business

Spacious, ½ mile to NYS & Delaware 
River. 3 bedroom income apt., 

workshop, pond, many possibilities.
Ref #2668 $399,000

Secluded Chalet
10 Acres with 2-acre pond, 

immaculate home/getaway, minutes 
to NYS & Delaware River, 2 hours to 

New York City.
Ref #2674 $379,000

30 Acres Mountain 
Home Retreat

3 bedroom 2½ baths, stone fi replace, 
formal rooms, large decks, hot tub, 
5-bay gar., near Delaware River.

Ref #2648 $399,900

Affordable Building 
Parcel

1+ Acre of level and open land, 
Damascus Township, great school 
district, close to Delaware River.

Ref #2671 $25,000

Affordable Living
3 bedroom, 1½ bath, excellent 

condition mobile, 1.2 acres, great 
views, open yard.

Ref #5124 $82,500

Immaculate Starter
3 bedroom, 1½ bath, 1 acre, level 

yard, above-ground pool, 
decks, barn, super!

Ref #5051 $149,000

Cozy 5 Bedroom 
Farmhouse

Formal rooms, nearly 1 acre, new 
kitchen, 2 minutes to Wal-Mart!

Ref #5132 $175,000

New, New, New 
3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch, covered 

porch, bull basement, 1¼ acre, 
huge garage, views!
Ref #5099 $236,500

Spacious & Move-In 
Condition

3 bedroom, 2 bath, renovated, all new 
interior, decks, roof, etc., 1 acre.

Ref #5103 $187,000

Honesdale Brick Beauty
3 bedroom, 3 baths, formal living 
room/dining room, family room, 

full basement, 2 laundries, 
garage, ¾ acre.

Ref #5130 $198,500

Lovely Honesdale Cape
4 bedroom, 2 bath, EIK, living room, 

family room, recreation room, storage, 
above-ground pool, decks.

Ref #5133  $199,900  

7¼ Acre Horse Farm 
& Brick Home

5 bedroom, 2½ bath, hardwood 
fl oors, new kitchen, bar, family room, 

sunroom, barns, paddocks.
Ref #5116  $450,000

TYLER HILL OFFICE
Route 371

Tyler Hill, PA 18469

Tel: 570-224-7653

WEB: www.thpagoldc.com
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In this section

Beat the winter blues

TThis edition of Our Country 
Home launches a new format. The 
four issues to be published this 
year will include columns focusing 
on ways you can enjoy your home 
and the country life. Each issue will 
feature a unique country home and 
columns on gardening, decorating, 
entertaining, crafts, cooking, art and 
renovating.

Gale and Frank Rivera built the 
featured home in this issue, and as 
they did, they discovered the com-
munity spirit of country life when 
they set out to build their log cabin. 

The column, Life 
in the Country, 
explains the process 
of making maple 
syrup, a quintessen-
tial country activity. 
After you read the 
article, you may 
want to visit one 
of the local farms 
where maple syrup 

is made or try some of the maple syrup 
recipes.

Cabin fever may already have 
struck, but it�s not too late to spruce up 
your home. Small, inexpensive touches 
can brighten up your home as you wait 
for spring�s arrival. You may even try 
a bright coat of paint to add some color 
to a room.

Learning a new craft and planning 
your garden can also beat the winter 
doldrums. And nothing is more reju-
venating than entertaining friends. 
Two local chefs give advice on how to 
be an anxiety-free host at your next, or 

Þ rst, dinner party.
 Spring is just around 

the corner, and we�re 
all thinking of warmer 
weather that brings 
burgeoning life to the 
river valley. As we 
dream of the coming 
warm days, here are 
some ideas on jump-
starting the season.

Marcia Nehemiah
Section Editor

5 Featured Home
More than a little help from family and friends
Frank and Gale Rivera share the home they built not only with 
their own muscle, but with a lot of help from family and friends.

9 Life in the Country
Sweet water runs as the days grow warm 
Making maple syrup is a pure country-life activity. Learn about 
the process and about a Long Eddy family who has been tapping 
trees for over 60 years. 

13 Cooking with�
Maple syrup
We tend to think of maple syrup for use on pancakes and 
wafß es. Here are some recipes that use it for both sweet and 
savory dishes.

15 Country Crafting
It�s not just for grandmas anymore
Learning how to knit or crochet can lead to making beautiful 
decorative objects to warm up your country home. 

19 The Country Garden
Gardening resolutions
Our gardening columnist, Rosemary Mandeville, has some 
suggestion about how to pass the time until the Þ rst thaw, and 
what to do when you Þ nally have that trowel in hand.

21 Decorate your Country Home
Cures for common cabin fever
Everyone has felt it as the winter progresses�that desire for a 
little sprucing up around the house. Some area decorators offer 
ideas on how to add simple, inexpensive touches to completely 
change the feeling of a room.

23 Renovating, Country Style
Where there�s a wall
A simple coat of paint can transform a room. Here are some 
tips on what to consider when you embark on a journey with a 
paintbrush.

25 The Art of Living
Buy what you love for the home you love
Area gallery owners and operators give advice on how to buy art 
for your home.

27 Simply Entertaining 
Serve it stress free
Don�t be afraid to throw a party. Following some basic rules can 
make entertaining fun rather than a nail-biting trial.

TRR photo by Marcia Nehemiah
Gale and Frank Rivera relax on the porch of their hand-built log cabin.
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INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

AMERICAN ELECTRIC, LLC
Serving Sullivan County

FULLY INSURED

Sull. Co. License # 273 • NJ State Lic. # 12380

Bucket Truck Available
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

M. Popolillo

845-932-8111 • 845-583-1015
Lake Huntington, NY

www.AmericanElectricOnline.come y r

BIG ED FITZPATRICK’S
EXCAVATING, LLC
Drainage Work • Demolition • Lot Clearing

Cut in New Roads and Driveways

Extensions and Renovations

Septic Systems • Grading • Landscaping

Retaining Walls

Stone and Materials Delivery

DON’T BE MISLED – CALL BIG ED
Home 845-794-5074

Ed’s Cell 845-866-3173 • Paul’s Cell (845) 798-6501
Our crew stays with the job until completed.

Call now for your Spring/Summer projects.

Lewis Meckle

Construction Corp.
Narrowsburg, NY

(845) 252-7469

 New Construction

 Renovations

 Excavating

Quality  to  Remember

MIKE PREIS, INC.

INSURANCE AGENCY
Insuring people & property since 1925

AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

Your home insurance source

Specializing in insurance for

SEASONAL • SECONDARY

PRIMARY HOMES

Call one of our licensed, professional 

agents for advice you can trust

Jeffersonville

845-482-5510

Callicoon

845-887-4210

Narrowsburg

845-252-3953

Roscoe

607-498-4301

Rent-A-Dumpster
    Now is the time to clean out that attic, basement, 
garage or homesite! Dumpsters are also great for 

that remodeling job or building project.
CALL Our Friendly Customer Service Today

Full-Service Waste Removal Company
• Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Recycling Services

Waste Management of Beach Lake
Beach Lake Transfer

e 1-800-225-5930 y
Open to the public

Recylcing drop-off (available on premises)
• Contractors welcome •

• Accepting MSW and C&D Waste •

10-30 
Cubic Yards

It
’s
 t
im

e
 t
o

• Fuel Oil
• Kerosene
• Budget Plans
• Burner Service

• Heating 
 Systems
• Plumbing
• Price Cap Plan

OFFICE RT 52 YOUNGSVILLE
845/482-4792

rrs TM

TURNER REAL ESTATE
2352 NYS Highway 97 • Pond Eddy, NY

www.TRENY.com
Offi ce: 845-557-3800

Serving Sullivan County, NY & Pike/Wayne, PA

$299,000
Glen Spey, NY

1800 sf, 3BR, 2BA, 
2+ Ac

ID#798R

$279,900
Barryville, NY

1948 sf, 4BR, 3BA, 
5+ Ac

ID#768F

$299,000
Glen Spey, NY

2030 sf, 3BR, 2BA, 
5+ Ac

ID#784S

$529,000
Tyler Hill, PA

2700 sf, 3BR, 4BA, 
10 Ac

ID#754R
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More than a little help from family and friends
By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

FFrank and Gale Rivera remem-
ber most fondly the collaborative 
effort that unfolded as they tack-
led the job of building their 1,000 
square-foot log cabin in the woods 
just outside of Narrowsburg, NY.

�There�s no way we could have 
done it without everyone�s help,� 
said Frank. �If it were just the two of 
us working on it, this house would 
never exist.�

They started building in August 
of 2003. By late fall they feared the 
house would not be enclosed by the 
time the bad weather came. Town 
of Tusten code enforcer, Stephen 
Stuart, whom Gale described as 
�wildly supportive,� showed up 
one day with six volunteers, all 
members of the Beach Lake Unitar-
ian Fellowship and strangers to the 
Riveras, who spent the day helping 
them build.

For two years, �every weekend 
without fail, � said Frank, the Riv-
eras trekked to the building site 
from their home in Little Falls, NJ, 
�working relentlessly� no matter 
what the weather. Friends in Mat-
amoras, Rick and Lin Jung, not 
only housed them but also worked 
with them on the building. Rick�s 
brother Craig, a master carpenter, 
also proved indispensable. One 
friend, a plumber who lives in Colo-
rado, happened to be visiting the 
area and was able to install all the 
plumbing.

Friends and family who helped 
the Riveras often endured days 
filled with rain, cold, snow and 
mayflies, said Gale, but at night 
Frank and Gale and the tired work-
ers gathered for picnics and bon-
fires, turning the toil into a time 
for bonding and creating enduring 
friendships.

Setting priorities
For their weekend home, the couple 

choose a parcel of land based on their 
wish list: they wanted their home to 
be on a dirt road, not too far from the 
river, reasonably close to a town center 
with a supermarket, drug store and 
other conveniences, and they wanted 
something with interesting topogra-
phy and a water element.

�Something kept bringing us back 
here,� said Frank, even though they 
looked at other parcels of land.

Their cabin sits within walking dis-
tance of two ponds and has an active 
spring on the property.

They had clear ideas of the kind of 
home they wanted, something simple 
with a rustic, lodge feeling. �We 
wanted to build a log home because it 
would look like it belonged here. We 
didn�t want a McMansion with vinyl 
siding,� said Gale.

Continued on page 7

�If it were just 
the two of us 
working on 

it, this house 
would 

never exist.�

All the home�s furnishings came from garage sales, estate sales and ß ea markets. Many of the 
pieces were reÞ nished. Gale united the kitchen hutch with the dining chairs and chest by sten-
ciling pine branches on all the pieces. The table was originally painted green. �We thought we�d 
take a chance with it,� said Frank, and as they stripped the paint they found ß awless, beautifully 
grained oak.

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
The kitchen cabinets were bought unÞ nished on the Internet and painted to suit the Riveras� style.
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Offering different coverage possibilities 

for homeowner’s insurance

We support growth

D.R. BLUHM
INSURANCE AGENCY

871 Main Street • Honesdale, PA

570-253-0191

Burckard Realty
ALL PHASES OF REAL ESTATE

Please call us for
Great River Valley Properties

2145 Route 97 • Pond Eddy, NY
845-856-6533 • Home: 845-557-6372

Complete Landscape 
Design & Installation

Introducing our brand new Garden Center & Deli
NATURESCAPES, INC.

Quality Tools • Gifts • Natural Body Care Products • Plants
Sub Shop: All Boar’s Head Deli • Gourmet Coffee • Bread

Purchase a Pond Installation and Receive 
FREE FISH & WATER PLANTS

Coming this Spring: Full line of Annuals, Perennials, Tree Shrubs

On the Delaware River just outside of Hancock
Call 570-635-5000 for more info & directions.

The 2006 Sierra

MOVING?

REMODELING?

BUILDING?
You need a

HEAVY DUTY TRUCK
to do these things.

VOTED BEST DEALERSHIP

Now in stock. Come in and drive one today.

Rt. 17B, Callicoon, NY
845-887-5150

“Driving Excitement”

Do One Thing. 
Do It  Well.

Tegeler & Pfanstiel
REAL ESTATE, INC.

4917 Main Street • Jeffersonville, NY 12748
Established over 50 Years

WELCOMES YOU TO SULLIVAN COUNTY

throughout Sullivan County. Let us help 
you fi nd the home of your dreams...

Visit our website at 
www.tegelerandpfanstiel.com

E-mail us at tprei@usadatanet.net
Call us at 845-482-5191 for our latest 

brochure

Please think of us when considering 
buying or selling your home or property.

Professional & Courteous Service to All

Looking for that special home in the country?

Wayne Bank

Helping the Community Grow

                 (800) 598-5002

A Subsidiary of Norwood Financial Corp

Member FDIC
Choose...

            Your full Service Bank

                        www.waynebank.com

       Honesdale • Hawley • Waymart • Milford • Lords Valley • Shohola • Hamlin
      Lakewood • Stroudsburg • Marshalls Creek

Equal Housing
LENDER

Savings  - CD’s  - Checking - Construction Mortgages

Loans - HE Lines - Online Banking - Estate Planning & more!
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More than a little help from family and friends
Continued from page 5

�It took us a while to find a com-
pany because it was hard to build 
small,� she said. They worked with 
West Adirondack Log Homes. 
Bruce Dennison, the owner of the 
small company, cuts the logs and 
mills them himself. He helped the 
couple adapt an existing floor plan 
and guided them on the more dif-
ficult aspects of the actual building, 
providing one full day of onsite 
instruction. 

Gale said that the process of 
building a log home is relatively 
simple. �You need to be able to mea-
sure, lift and cut with a chain saw,� 
she said. 

They cleared a small plot for the 
20 x 30 foot house, rather than fol-
lowing the suggestion of one exca-
vator who wanted to clear a 200 x 
200 foot building site. �We wanted 
to keep the trees,� said Frank. 

Since logs are a natural insulator 
and the couple use the house only 

on weekends, fuel costs are minimal. 
In winter, they keep thermostat set at 
40 degrees during the week so they 
don�t have to drain pipes, and they 
heat with their wood stove on week-
ends. 

They also installed radiant insula-
tion in the ceiling and foundation. 
Fuel consumption in the cold months 
is about 10 gallons of propane a week.

Total relaxation
�This is a real weekend getaway,� 

said Frank. Former campers, the 
couple have traded their tent for this 
cabin where they see wildlife such as 
porcupines,  grey fox, wild turkey, 
hawks and flying squirrels, and they 
revel in watching the night sky.

�This is wooden Prozac,� said Frank. 
�When we come here, the week just 
vanishes.� The couple do not have 
television reception, which Gale said 
they don�t miss. �We relax and watch 
the trees wave in the breeze and that�s 
enough entertainment.�

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
Compared to the other rooms of the house, the bathroom is relatively large because, said Gail, 
it serves as the cabin�s private changing room.

�This is wooden Prozac.�

The cabin does not have closets, so Gale devised inventive and decorative storage solutions. 
Three old leather suitcases purchased for 25 cents apiece provide storage for clothes 

To preserve the intimate atmosphere reminiscent of a lodge, the couple didn�t put up a wall 
between the sleeping sections of the upstairs loft.

The open ß oor plan of the cabin unites the eating, kitchen and living room areas.
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1924 Old Route 17, Roscoe, NY
43 Main Street, Livingston Manor. NY

Visit Our Web Site  www.elliott-pomeroy.com 
or e-mail elliott-pomeroy@citlink.net

ELLIOTT &POMEROY
REAL ESTATE

(607) 498-5222 • (845) 439-3990

HANDY? DO NOT PASS 
THIS ONE UP! Located 
between two lovely Hamlets, 
this 2-bedroom, 1 full- and 
2 half-bath home will make 
a great getaway or starter 
home. It features large rooms 
& high ceilings, and with 
some renovating & updating 
it will make an excellent 
investment. #1202 $99,000

AFFORDABLE GETAWAY 
Cozy 2-bedroom cabin with 
a full basement and 1-car 
garage located on 10 wooded 
acres. If you enjoy hunting, 
hiking, or a peaceful location 
this would be an excellent 
property for you. #1320 
$135,000

READY, SET, MOVE IN!! 
New 3 Bedroom 2 bath log 
sided home with cathedral 
ceilings, fi replace, full 
fi nished basement + spacious 
decks. Set on 4.50 acres with 
an available adjoining 5 acre 
lot. Road frontage on town 
maintained & private road. 
Minutes to NYS land & river. 
#1434 $290,000

ON A CLEAR DAY – SEE 
FOREVER! Completely 
renovated spacious 3 
bedroom 2½ bath ranch with 
a fl oor plan that is perfect for 
entertaining. New stainless 
steel appliances, lots of closet 
space and oversized rooms. 
Enjoy the beautiful view 
from your deck. Attached 
1-car garage. #1322 $199,000

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson

for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY

845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,

complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 

specialty for the serious 

motorcycle enthusiast.

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson

for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY

845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,

complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 

specialty for the serious 

motorcycle enthusiast.

All modulars
are not

created equal

Concord Homes
of Northeast Pennsylvania

a vision of Clemleddy Construction

w w w . c o n c o r d h o m e s n e p a . c o m

570.226.3519
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Our Sunroom Products are 
Proudly made in America

This Area’s Most Complete FULL SERVICE Sunroom Headquarters
At Elite we have a SUNROOM 

for EVERY home and BUDGET!

AFFORDABLEAFFORDABLE

Sunrooms

E

ENJOY casual living at its best!
Beautiful, affordable sunrooms 
from Elite.
LET US BUILD ONE FOR YOU!
• The area’s widest selection
• 3-Season & year-round models
• Breathtaking Sky Windows
• An array of interior colors & patterns
• Choice of roof styles – peaked or studio
• Energy-saving glass
• FREE estimates

Sunrooms
Conservatories

Awnings & Patio Covers
Car Ports • Garages • Greenhouses

Screen Enclosures • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows • Decks

Our WARRANTY is one of the 
best in the industry...

IF NOT THE BEST!!!

lite Patio Enclosures, LTD.
WE OFFER IT ALL AT A PRICE YOU REALLY CAN AFFORD!
Lake Ariel, PA • 570-698-1214

RIVER ENTHUSIAST OR INVESTOR
4 GORGEOUS ROLLING ACRES with deeded access to Delaware River, 
build one to three dream homes or cabins on this one-of-a-kind property, 

deep soil, old growth trees including fruit, 3 septic permits included, private 
subdivision, FP Regulations apply, ¾ mile to Callicoon, low PA Taxes. 

$229,000

CALBERT REAL ESTATE AGENCY
Damascus, PA • (570) 224-4227

www.calbertrealestate.com 

DyberryDyberry

WeaverWeaver

101 Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-7289

Charles BlanchardCharles Blanchard

Distinctive original art

featuring many Delaware River Valley artists.

American and Asian Antiques.

An eclectic selection of gi� s for the home.

Open Friday–Monday, year round.

y e

8 Main Street/P.O. Box 440

Narrowsburg, NY 12764

(845) 252-3230

www.bbecker@galleryriver.com

“a unique selection of wines, 
liquor, barware and gifts”

Main Street, Narrowsburg, NY

Open 7 Days
Mon. – Thurs. 10am to 8pm

Fri. & Sat. 10am – 9pm
Sun. Noon – 6pm

845-252-3242

Closed Tuesday
Serving

Breakfast & Lunch • 8am – 3pm
Dinner Fri., Sat., Sun. & Mon. 6pm – 8pm

845-252-7222
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BLUESTONE Construction
designs and builds farmhouses, barns 
and cottages. We also build a wide range
of custom designs and home additions.

BLUESTONE BUILDS.

A CATSKILL FARMS COMPANY WWW.THECATSKILLFARMS.COM

845.482.9300

Creative Bee features the original, Creative Bee features the original, 
custom work of Barbara Dexter.custom work of Barbara Dexter.

Hand painted wall murals.

Hand painted artwork.

Garden design & photography.

Home decor & custom window treatments 
stitched with precision and adorned 

with care to match room decor.

Creative Bee

“An artistic touch for
home & garden”
Barbara Dexter
570.729.0467

I N  YO U R  OW N  BAC K  YA R D
845-482-4646 • Youngsville, NY

INC.
CUSTOM IN-GROUND BUILT POOLS
VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS
HEATERS, PUMPS & FILTERS
RENOVATIONS
OPENINGS & CLOSINGS
WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
SARATOGA SPAS
ABOVE-GROUND POOLS AND SUPPLIES
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SUPERIOR
BUILDING SUPPLY
"WWW.SUPBLDSUP.COM"

Residential Commercial

Shop Online at

www.supbldsup.com

OurOur NameName Says It All!
Says It All!

FABRAL

“CONTRACTOR”
REFERRAL
FOR ALL

PROJECTS

STORE HOURS
7:30 am-5:00 pm Mon.-Fri.

8 am-1 pm Saturday

845-985-7693
Rt. 55 Mutton Hill Road

Neversink, NY

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
Custom made-for easy, snug fit!
Call now for maximum SAVINGS!

Get The Strength &
Security of Steel

• Premium steel doors feature a

tough semi-gloss white finish

• Virtually maintenance free

• Revolutionary B15 door lite frame
never needs painting and can withstand a
storm door, sun exposuree and dark-colored

paints without cracking or warping

NO MORE
PAINTING BLUES!

You can forget about the back-

breaking scraping, sanding and

expensive painting required to

maintaain your home’s exterior with

quality siding products from Alside.

Premium Vinyl Siding & SoffitTM are

available in a variety of designs and

colors to give you the look you’ve

always wanted for your home. Alside

products are covered by a Lifetime

Limited Warranty.

Trimax Quality
Vinyl Decking!

Now there’s a real alternative
available. Our Carefree Decking
SystemTM, made of recycled plastic,
is the maintenance-free material of
choice for homeowners.

Grandrib 3®
• 29 ga. industrial quality full hard steel
• Standard galvanized coating
• 20 Super Alurite® 25 coloors

Leader In
Metal

Roofing
Technology

• Lifetime limited paint
warranty
• Traditional time tested
profile
• Full 36” coverage
• 3/4” high reinforced ribs
at 9” centers
• Specially designed 3/8
nailing crown on each rib
• Anti-siphoning ssidelap
design for excellent weath-
er-tightness
• All orders custom cut to
lengths up to 40 ft.

Best
Do it

Visit our       
   Center

S
B
U
I-058498
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ANDERSEN’S MAPLE FARM
Long Eddy, NY

will open March 19, 2006
(weather permitting)

Visiting Hours: Sat. & Sun. 10-4
Weekdays by appointment

PURE MAPLE SYRUP
MAPLE BUTTER
MAPLE SUGAR

Catering to
School Field Trips

by appointment
845-887-4238
845-887-4817

Also…
Natural Home Grown

Hereford Beef
for the freezer –

sold by the side or 1/4

Ground Beef For Sale
Federal Inspected

No hormones or implants

FARM DIRECTIONS: RT 97, 1 MILE EAST OF
LONG EDDY,  TURN ON CT RT 134, DRIVE 4 MILES, 

TURN LEFT ON JOHN MILK RD, FOLLOW SIGNS

�

Please visit our website at  www.pikecountybuilders.com
570-296-5589

HOUSING HINTS
Professional builders build more  than just good homes... 

they build trust!
“Contractor Quality Commitment”

Sponsored by:

Sell your home in a Sell your home in a 

New York MinuteNew York Minute

One Phone CallOne Phone Call

One Order • One BillOne Order • One Bill

Now you can advertise your listings in NYC, Now you can advertise your listings in NYC, 

Long Island, Western NY and Central NY.Long Island, Western NY and Central NY.

Reach each region for as low as $140Reach each region for as low as $140

or all regions for as little as $390!or all regions for as little as $390!

For more information, call Emily, NYSCAN DirectorFor more information, call Emily, NYSCAN Director

845-252-7414845-252-7414

or e-mail ads@riverreporter.comor e-mail ads@riverreporter.com

RIVER REPORTERRIVER REPORTER
THE

Justus Asthalter
Maple Syrup

Maple Weekend 
and Open House

March 18-19, 2006
10am-4pm

Tree Tapping
Syrup Sampling
Woods Walking

A Great “Hands On”

Learning Experience for all Ages!

The Boyes Family
850 Aden Road • Parksville, NY

845-292-8569 • boyes@warwick.net

SENTRY-PRO
EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEM
The storm is on...
The utility power is gone...

But you’re still on – 
with your own power system: SENTRY-PRO

Winter ice storms, hurricanes and now, overloaded 
utility grids result in a loss of electrical power.

Install your own power plant and be independent of the utility grid.
Call today for your personal home electric survey and our SENTRY-PRO quote.

FINANCING AVAILABLE • ON SITE SERVICE

WURTSBORO HARDWARE
77 Sullivan Street • Wurtsboro, NY • 845-888-2001

Congratulations to
CES Price Cap Customers!

You’re saving big $ on your fuel costs!

Combined
Energy 
Services

845-791-HEAT
570-828-1700

For the 18th year, CES customers are saving hundreds of dollars on their 
heating oil & propane gas bills. Last year our customers saved over 75¢ per 
gallon at the peak!
There’s no gamble since you’re guaranteed to pay the lower price if the 
market drops. Don’t have the money to buy all you oil or propane up front? 
Our Capped Balance Budget Payment Plans offer the same price protection 
with a cap and allows you to make 10-11 low monthly payments.
While it’s too late to get capped for this season, you can get your name on 
our contact list so you can’t forget next spring. In the meantime, why 
not make the switch today to the company that offers you price protection, 
automatic deliveries, free tank installations and 24-hour heating system 
repairs to keep you warm in the cold nights ahead.

Fuel Oil • Kerosene • Propane
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� LIFE IN THE COUNTRY �

Sweet water runs as the days grow warm

TRR photos by Debra Conway
Irene Andersen bottles jugs of maple syrup at the Andersen Maple Farm in Long Eddy, New 
York.

Peter Andersen checks the density of a batch of maple syrup.

A reverse osmosis machine is used to evapo-
rate about 70 percent of the water content of 
sap. Working like a dialysis machine, it sepa-
rates and eliminates about 70 percent of the 
water content, reducing the sap to a sugary 
concentrate. This concentrate is then cooked 
in a steamy evaporator at about 212 degrees, 
depending on high or low air pressure that 
day. Calibrating the exact temperature at 
which the sap boils is critical, Irene says, 
particularly in the making of confections.

tainer. These were subsequently taken 
to bigger bark or log containers where 
Þ re-heated stones were dropped into 
them until the sap had boiled down to 
a dark, sweet syrup.

Early European settlers were 
delighted to learn this process, replac-
ing bark vessels with wood or metal 
pails and large cast-iron kettles hung 
by chains over boiling Þ res. Indeed, 
the �maple moon� or �sugaring off� 
period remained a special occasion on 
the country calendar for generations.

But it was World War II that brought 
the Andersens to the art. Since the 
Depression, when the family Þ rst 
bought the property, their Long Eddy 
homestead had produced only some 
dairy products and plentiful cauli-
ß ower crops. �But during the war, 
you couldn�t get sugar,� said August 
Andersen, the family patriarch, who 
eventually purchased the farm from 
his parents in 1955. �So we made our 
own.�

Back then, they used metal buckets 
and spiles (taps) to collect the sap. 
Typically, one tap supported a tree 10 
inches in diameter, two taps for a 15-
inch tree and three for a 20-inch tree. 
An average maple tree will produce 
approximately 15 gallons of sap from 
each tap hole per season.

Now a complex network of color-
coded plastic tubing conducts the 
sap from smaller tubes to larger 
tubes, to still larger tubes. About a 
third of the 9,000 taps the Andersens 
drill ß ow directly into the sap house, 
where stainless-steel holding tanks 
can hold up to 6,000 gallons of wait-
ing-to-be-processed sap. Some of the 
tubing empties into large metal vats 
in the woods that will be picked up 
by August and Irene�s son Peter, who 
now runs the operation, and delivered 
by tractor to the holding tanks at the 
sap house.

By DEBRA CONWAY

TThe Andersen family knows 
that when nature arises from its 
winter slumber, it�s the trees that 
wake up Þ rst.

As days grow warmer and the 
nights remain cold, the lifeblood of 
the maple trees begins to rise.

Native Americans celebrated 
this phenomenon of spring as the 
�maple moon� or �sugar moon� 
as they were the Þ rst to discover, 
hundreds of years ago, that the 
�sweet water� running in the trees 
at that time could be boiled down 
to a delectable syrup. They cut 
diagonal slashes with a tomahawk 
in each lower trunk and inserted 
a hollow reed through which the 
sap dripped into a small bark con-

Continued on page 15

�Native Americans celebrated
this phenomenon of spring

as the �maple moon�.�
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For more information on these properties or others:
see www.klimchok.com or call us at 845-887-4444.

Klimchok Real Estate
Lower Main Street, Callicoon, NY

Klimchok Real Estate

Serving the Upper Delaware 

River Valley for over 40 years

We can help you with all 
your real estate needs 
whether residential or 
commercial. Klimchok 
Real Estate was just 
voted “Best Real Estate 
Offi ce” for the fourth 
time by the readers of 
The River Reporter.

Our location, Callicoon-on-
the-Delaware in western 
Sullivan County, gives us 
access to properties in 
both Sullivan County, NY 
and Wayne County, PA. If 
your needs are residential, 
offi ce space, storage space, 
relocation, please call on us 
to help. We are members of 
the Multiple Listing Services 
for both counties and have 
access to hundreds of 
listings. Some current listings 
are shown on the right.

Beautiful 4000 sq. ft. building, restored 1900s building with 2 
rental apartments and 2000 sq. ft. of commercial space, ideal for 
professional offi ce, studio, café. ..........................$315,000

Bed & Breakfast: Built in 1877, this building was a residence/general 
store and a boarding house. Today it has 7 B&B rooms, plus a 4-
bedroom residence, a 1-bedroom apartment and several common 
rooms which are ideal for special occasions. The inn is on 4+ acres 
bordered by a running stream, lilacs and evergreens.....$425,000

Historic Inn: This beautiful inn was built as an inn in 1888. The original 
structure is intact with spacious rooms, wood fl oors and a 60-seat 
dining room and commercial kitchen. This would be ideal for a country 
inn/restaurant. Walking distance to Delaware River..........$599,000

HOMES •COMMERCIAL•CHURCHES

Inspired by 
dreams.
Made reality 
by Barden.
Barden will work 
with you to create 
your new dream 
home—custom 
designed to your 
exact specifi cations. 
Barden’s skilled 
craftsmen will 
help you create a 
superior quality, 
luxurious home.

Customize your dream 
home with Barden.

• Customize your home from over 
190 designs or use your own.

• Financing is availabe to 
qualifi ed buyers through 3rd 
party providers.

• 30% more energy effi cient—
giving you more home for 
your money.

• Act as your own general 
contractor and build 
“sweat equity.”

Call Aaron of Vision Building Services Inc. for more information 
or to set up an appointment. 845-858-8604

www.bardenhomes.com

C L E M L E D DY

For a different lifestyle...

w w w . c l e m l e d d y . c o m

H a w l e y ,  P A

C o n s t r u c t i o n

a distinctive community in Lakeville, PA

570.226.2899

The wway tthings uused tto bbe...
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Life in the Country
Continued from page 9

Catskill Merino
745 Willi Hill Rd.
Swan Lake, NY 12783
292-0118
Maple syrup

Diehl�s Farm
619 Gabel Road & Route 52
Callicoon, NY  12723
887-4935
Open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Maple syrup 

When the sap arrives from the 
tree, it has about a two-percent 
sugar content. The evaporation 
process will condense it to a 66-per-
cent sugar content in the syrup. The 
object, said Peter, is to pass the sap 
through the evaporation process as 
quickly as possible. For one thing, 
it reduces the amount of fuel neces-
sary to run the oil-Þ red evaporators. 
(Usually it takes about one gallon of 
fuel oil to make one gallon of syrup, 
he said.) And a quicker process 
insures a better grade of syrup.

To hasten the evaporation pro-
cess, Peter runs the sap through a 
reverse osmosis machine. 

When the concentrate reaches 
the desired density, 11¾ pounds 
per gallon according to a hydrom-
eter, it is pulled off in 10-gallon 
batches to go through the stainless 
Þ nishing pan, then a series of Þ lters. 
This removes sugar sand, a natural 
impurity, and any other debris that 
may have gotten into the evapora-
tor. From there it is canned in vari-
ous-sized containers for market.

All told, Peter said, when they�re 

cooking, they can process 400 gallons 
of sap an hour.

Although the tubing lines have 
been sterilized and strung through 
the woods since January, and the taps 
drilled since about Valentines Day, the 
bulk of the collection doesn�t really get 
going until around St. Patrick�s Day, 
depending on the weather. The slower 
the thaw, the better the volume of sap.

�When everybody else is looking for 
tulips and daffodils, we�re hoping for 
snow sap,� Irene said.

Some springs, the weather turns 
warm so quickly the sap only runs 
for a week or so. Other years, the frost 
in the ground surrounding the trees 
breaks up more gradually, and the sap 
will run into April, when the leaf buds 
Þ rst form on the trees. During those 
�maple moons� the Andersens have to 
hustle to keep up.

�Basically, when the sap runs, I run,� 
said Peter.

For a tour during maple season, call 
Andersen�s Maple Farm, 534 Andersen 
Road in Long Eddy, NY, at 845/887-
4238 or 845/887-4817.

Visit the sugar bush
All area codes are (845).

Justus Asthalter Maple 
Syrup and Equipment
859 Aden Road
Parksville, NY  12768
292-8569
Mon.-Fri., 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Sat. and 
Sun., 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Maple syrup, maple cream, maple 
sugar, maple syrup supplies, 
equipment, packaging needs, 
tubing, buckets, spiles, etc. 
Tours available.

Muthig Farm
681 Muthig Road
Parksville, NY  12768
292-7838
Maple syrup, maple cream, maple 
jelly and hard sugar.
Tours available in March. Call in 
advance.

RASMUSSEN FURNITURE
Open Mon. - Sat. 9-5

90 MAIN STREET • NARROWSBURG, NY • 12764
PHONE: 845-252-3901

Make your home beautiful... for less.

Featuring:

La-Z-Boy • Sealy • Stearns & Foster • Quoizel
AA Laun • Richardson Bros. • Hooker • Mobël

21 Lower Main Street (next to Matthew�s on Main)
Callicoon, New York 12723

Featuring Paintings, Prints,
Photography and Sculpture

The Very Best
of the Delaware River School

Callicoon – Home of Jay Brooks

Winter Hours:
Friday thru Sunday

11 am to 5 pm

Summer Hours:
Thursday thru Monday 

11 am to 6 pm

845-887-5990 www.jericogallery.com
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You’re leading in Industry because you are taking avantage 

of technology, so why build your house the old-fashion way?

Take Advantage of Technology 
Call Shorten Homes 

ask for the 

DESIGNER GROUP

1-800-458-0249 EXT. 112
“Living High with Low Prices”

SHORTEN 

HOMES
1110 Scranton-Carbondale Hwy. • Scranton, PA 18508 • www.shortenhomes.com

More than 30 Modular Homes on Display • Fully Decorated
1,000 to 3,5000 Plus Sq. Ft. • Over 6 Quality Manufacturers

10 Year Home Owner’s Warranty • Bank Financing
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� COUNTRY COOKING WITH... �

Maple syrup

TRR photo by Debra Conway
Irene Andersen uses a grading kit to determine the color of a batch of syrup. New York State recognizes two grades, NYS Grade A, which is what 
the Andersens produce, and NYS Grade B, which is used for cooking. There are three kinds of Grade A syrup, determined by color using a grading 
kit: Light Amber, which is used for Irene�s confections of maple butter and maple sugar candies, Medium Amber and Dark Amber, used as table 
syrup.

MM aple syrup is not just 
for pancakes and wafß es, said Irene 
Andersen, matriarch of the Ander-
sen Maple Farm in Long Eddy, 
NY and a retired home economics 
teacher. With the sap running and 

Baked Acorn Squash
Cut an acorn squash in half, remove 

seeds and Þ ll the cavity with maple 
syrup and butter. Place in a shallow 
baking pan with small amount of 
water. Bake in a 375-degree oven for 
1 hour.

Maple Roast Chicken with 
Winter Vegetables

2 tablespoons melted butter
1 roasting chicken (6-7 lbs.)
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper
½ teaspoon dried rosemary
¾ cup pure maple syrup
Your choice of 4 harvest veg-

etables (carrots, parsnips, winter 
squash, celery, onions, sweet pota-
toes) peeled and cut into chunks.

Spread vegetables evenly in a 
roasting pan. Place chicken on top. 
Brush melted butter over the top 
of the bird and sprinkle with salt, 
pepper and rosemary. Place in a 
400 degree oven and baste every 10 
minutes with maple syrup. When 
you run out of syrup, baste with pan 
juices. Roast until chicken is golden 
brown and juices run clear, about 
1 1/2 hours. Let stand 10 minutes 
before carving. Serves 4-6.

Maple Apple Crisp
4 cups tart apples
2 tablespoons lemon juice
¾ cup ß our
½ teaspoon salt
¾ cup granulated maple sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/3 cup butter
Peel, slice and place apples in a 8 x 

8-inch baking dish. Sprinkle lemon 
juice over apple slices. In a separate 
bowl, mix together ß our, salt, gran-
ulated maple sugar, cinnamon and 
butter. Spread ß our mixture over 
apple slices. Bake in a 375-degree 
oven for 40 minutes.

Serve warm with vanilla ice cream 
or whipped cream.

Maple Pecan Pie
¼ cup butter
½ cup sugar
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup dark maple syrup
3 eggs
1 cup pecan halves
1 unbaked 9-inch pastry shell
Melt the butter; add the sugar, 

salt, maple syrup and eggs. Beat the 
mixture with a rotary beater until 
it is well blended. Add the pecans, 
breaking large halves in two. Pour 
the Þ lling into the unbaked pastry 
shell. Bake at 375 degrees for about 
35 minutes or until Þ lling is set 
when the pie is shaken gently.

Cool the pie before serving.

the �maple moon� upon us, here are a 
few sweet and savory recipes Ander-
sen has shared over the years as a 
maple syrup demonstrator at the New 
York State fair.
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CRCCRC
COMMUNITY RENTAL CENTERS

You’ve asked for it...
Now we’ve made your work even easier!

BOOM LIFTS: 65' FOOT & Tow-Behind Lifts,
6" Chippers, Track Skid Steers
Carpet Cleaners & Extractors

Zamboni Automatic Floor Scrubbers
Wallpaper Steamers, More Light Towers,

Tow-Behind Generators, Two-Man Augers, Electric Snakes

PARTY PLANNING 
JUST GOT EASIER, TOO!!!!!

NEW PARTY SUPPLIES FOR 2006
• ANY SIZE Tents – Reserve our beautiful hexagon tent for your event now!

• Champagne and Chocolate Fountains
• Tables, Chairs, Linens, Tow-Behind Grill & Rotisserie, Chafi ng Dishes

• Carnival Food Machines & Infl atable Bouncy Tents (Boys & Girls)
• Helium & Balloons

• Shower Parasols and much, much, more...
ALL IN STOCK SOON... RESERVE NOW!

Rentals • Sales • Service • Hauling
284 Route 6 & 209 • Westfall/Milford, PA

On the three lane road between Matamoras & Milford, PA

570-491-2721
Coming Soon, so stay tuned... THE CRC PARTY SUPERSTORE!!!

All the party supplies you need for ANY occasion...
Birthdays, Showers, Weddings, Reunions, Anniversaries, BBQs or any time!

Designer Styles, Kids' Favorites, Favors, Piñatas and more!
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

New

Equipment

for

2006
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� COUNTRY CRAFTING �

It�s not just for grandmas anymore
By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

IIt�s hot. Everyone is doing it. 
Absent a teacher, people resort to 
the Internet to learn the skill. Pod-
casts are cropping up. Even men are 
taking up the hooks and needles.

We�re talking, of course, about 
knitting and crocheting.

Jill Deal, proprietor of jilldeal, 
inc in Milford, PA said that people 
are returning to the ancient craft 
of knitting because of the many 
beneÞ ts of the activity. �Knitting is 
sharing one�s talent and heart. It is 
carrying on a tradition and creating 
a legacy,� she said. 

She also cited recent evidence that 
suggests the healthful beneÞ ts of the 
craft. �It brings the heart rate down, 
fosters relaxation and focuses atten-
tion. The result is something beauti-
ful.�

It isn�t hard to learn the basics, she 
said, noting that she taught a knit-
ting intensive to people who had 
never knit a stitch in their lives, and 
after the six-hour class, the partici-
pants went home with a scarf.

Among the simplest items to make 
for your home are pillows and blan-
kets. One of Deal�s customers knit 
cotton washcloths and wrapped 
them around bars of French soap 
she bought in the gift shop next to 
jilldeal, inc, Up River. 

Another great gift idea is an 
afghan for a college student in the 
college colors. Carla Giuffrida, knit-
ting instructor in The Crafts Corner 
at 4 Corners of Artful Living in 
Narrowsburg, NY, said that more 
and more people are tackling proj-
ects for the home. �Afghans and 
pillows don�t have to Þ t and do not 
involve the complications of shap-
ing. It�s soothing knitting,� she said, 
since the knitter needs to know only 
how to cast on, knit, purl and cast 
off. She also said that felting, the 
process of shrinking hand knitting 
in the washing machine�s hot water 
cycle, is a popular way to create 
pillow covers, rugs, tea cozies and 
place mats. �When something is 
felted, it�s indestructible and lasts 
forever,� she said.

Continued on page 21

A sampler afghan on display at jilldeal, inc is not only beautiful but also a way for a knitter to 
learn more complex stitches, which give a piece interest and variety.

Join the circle
Knitting circles, where people gather 

to knit and talk and bond while making 
beautiful and utilitarian objects, are a 
good place to learn the craft. On the 
second and fourth Friday of every 
month, jilldeal, inc hosts Sit and Knit, 
any time after 5:00 p.m. 

Deal�s shop also offers a wide array 
of classes for all skill levels, from basic 
Knitting 101 and Crocheting 101 to 
more complex techniques and classes 
that focus on garments such as sweat-
ers, ponchos, mittens and socks. She 
has started a 4-H group in which she 
involves not only the young women 
who attend, but also their mothers.

Giuffrida offers classes in knitting 
and crocheting as well as a Sunday 
Knit In from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. She will 
teach a class on knitting felted ß owers 
in March.

Susan Gross, pictured standing a in blue shawl, conducts a class of knitters at her shop, Knit One, Needlepoint Too in Monticello, NY.

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
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Make your house a HOME at Hare Hollow

F
or over 18 years Hare Hollow has been the areas ultimate 

country store. Filled to the rafters with folk art prints, 

rugs, wreaths, primitives, pine furniture, shelves, signs, 

tinware, stoneware, pottery and homespun linens. We 

feature many of your favorite collectibles including the The 

Boyds Collection, Cat’s Meow Village and 

Willow Tree Angels. From country curtains 

to candles, we have it all!

Free Gift Wrapping • Gift Certificates

Open 7 Days
Monday–Saturday 10-5
Sunday 11-5
322 Broad St., Milford, PA
570-296-5757

New Bridal Registry
Now Available

Continuous
Service 

Since 1930

FRITZ
BROS., INC.

WELL DRILLING
WATER SYSTEMS
PIPES & FITTINGS 
SALES & SERVICE

570-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788
Cliff Street & Route 6

Honesdale, PA

Eagle Valley Realty
6569 State Route 97 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Phone 845-252-3085
Licensed in New York & Pennsylvania

Visit us on the web: www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

Country Contemporary!! This home features a 
living room, dining room combo, cathedral ceil-
ings, a stone fireplace, kitchen, pantry, hardwood 
floors, four bedrooms, two full baths & a half bath. 
Enclosed porch, rear deck and a two car detached 
garage. All of this nicely set on 2+/- country acres. 
$179,000 #6093

Quiet Village Home! This lovely little home features 
a large living room w/ a built-in entertainment center, 
country kitchen, family room, three bedrooms, a full 
bath and a laundry room. Nicely nestled on a lovely 
corner property w/ deeded river rights and views of 
the majestic Delaware River!! Let this ranch welcome 
you home!  $159,000    #5960

ANTIQUE & CUSTOM SIZES
are our specialty

MATTRESS FACTORY & OUTLET
Setup / Delivery • Old Mattresses Removed • Quantity Discounts Available

FINE INNERSPRING, FOAM & LATEX MATTRESSES

Posturepedic Support
Only From Sealy

The Mattress
Sleeping The World®

FACTORY ON PREMISES
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Financing Plans Available

Family Owned

Since 1916

Polyurethane • Custom Cut Foam
• Chaise Lounge Pads • Hi-Risers • Crib & Cradle Mattresses
• Round Beds • RV’s & Boats • Folding Beds / Cots • Sofa Mattresses
• Bunk Beds • Odd Size Mattresses • Tufted Mattresses
• Sofa Replacement Cushions • Electric / Adjustable Bed Mattresses

Now Featuring Memory Foam Mattresses

For Local Calls:

794-4510
1-800-231-4510

E. BROADWAY, MONTICELLOemail: raitens@verizon.net
www.raitensleep.com

LATEX
PILLOWS

 

Third Generation
Serving Sullivan County

Installation of
pre-fi nished and

unfi nished
hardwood fl ooring

Sanding, staining and 
refi nishing of existing 

hardwood fl oors

Floor fi nished and
cleaning supplies

available

Let us be your
full service 

wood fl oor company

Call for
estimate appointments

Mondays through Fridays
845-791-9930

John (Shawn) Laufersweiler, Proprietor
68 Saint John Street

Monticello, NY 12701
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TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
In addition to staples like wool, cotton and other natural Þ ber yarns, new novelty yarns add 
pizzazz and funky style to projects. 

The Crafts Corner
4 Corners of Artful Living
22 Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
845/252-3688
www.4cornersliving.com

jilldeal, inc
206 Broad Street
Milford, PA  18337
570/409-yarn (9276)
jilldealinc@msn.com

Knit One Needlepoint Too
246 East Broadway
Monticello, NY 12709
845/791-5648
www.k1n2.com

Suggested reading:
�Classic Home� by Rowan
�Comforts of Home� by Erika 

Knight
�Hand Knits for the Home� by 

Caroline Birkett
�Knitting for your Home� by 

Nicky Epstein

It�s not just for grandmas anymore
Continued from page 15

Charity
A self-declared �yarnoholic,� 

Susan Gross opened her Monticello, 
NY shop, Knit One Needlepoint 
Too (k1n2), in 2004. Attesting to the 
growth in popularity of handcrafts, 
Gross� customer list has grown to 
over 1200 from 600 just two years 
ago.

At the shop, patrons Þ nd not only 
yarns for knitting and crocheting, 
but needlepoint canvases ranging 
in price from eight to 300 dollars. 
When complete, canvases can be 
framed or Þ t into beautiful seat 
covers or lacquered boxes. The store 
offers extensive knitting and cro-
cheting workshops and classes.

Gross and her customers have 
become involved in many char-
ity knitting activities. The shop is 
a drop-off point for Project Linus, 
a national volunteer organization 
that donates hand-made blankets 
to children suffering serious illness 
and trauma. She and her customers 
have also collected hand-knit and 
crocheted items for hurricane and 
tsunami victims, and she holds a 
class for underprivileged and chal-
lenged children who, after they 
learn to knit or crochet, sell the 
items they make to raise money for 
their families.

Gross said she can teach the knit 
stitch to someone in �12 to 15 min-
utes. Purling takes another two 
minutes.� She said, �I love teaching. 
I�ve been teaching knitting for 35 
years. My friends call me the knit-
ting doctor,� since she cures all her 
friends� knitting problems.

Wendy Kaufman, proprietor, along with her 
husband Dale, of 4 Corners in Narrowsburg, 
NY, knit a square out of self-striping sock 
yarn, bought clock works at a craft shop and 
assembled this clock, using mismatched but-
tons to indicate the hours.

This pillow was knit Þ rst and then felted, or shrunk in the washing machine.
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BUCK MOORHEAD
ARCHITECT

Residential • Commercial

Sustainable Design • Renovations

New Construction • Land Planning

Callicoon, NY • 212-343-2735

buck@buckmoorheadarchitect.com

www.yaunco.com
YAUN CO. INC

OF EXC E L L ENCE

YEAR
82ND

Serving the Plumbing, Heating, Electrical, Sheet Metal,

Air-Conditioning, Construction and Industrial Trades

and more: for all your HVAC, plumbing, electrical supplies and equipment
Main Office: 240 Chestnut Street, Liberty, NY • Phone 845-292-6400 • Fax 845-292-5118

27 Railroad Avenue, Albany, NY • Phone 518-438-6433 • Fax 518-438-6435

135 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY • Phone 845-256-6400 • Fax 845-256-0400

RADIANT
HEATING

CHIMNEY
SYSTEMS

World Class
BOILERS

High Effi ciency
Heating &

Cooling Products
Electrical

Distribution &
Control Products

®

Step up your 
new home 
 search...

Read The River Reporter’s 
weekly real estate listings 

featuring country homes to 
million-dollar views.

To subscribe to New York’s 
#1 weekly, call

845-252-7414
or visit us online at 

www.riverreporter.com

Sign me up and enter me to win!
Name ______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________________

� 1 year: $30 � 2 years: $53 � e � y � w � r

Card # _____________________________________________________________

Expiration date _______________________________________________________

Zip code credit card bill goes to ___________________________________________

Mail to:  The River Reporter, Book Giveaway, PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

RIVER REPORTERRIVER REPORTER
THE

WIN IT
!

100 Crafts
under $10

by Better Homes 

& Gardens

     Entry

must be received

by March 31, 2006.Subscribe to

for 1 or 2 years
and you’ll be

entered to win
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� DECORATE YOUR COUNTRY HOME �

Cures for common cabin fever
By DEBRA CONWAY

GGot cabin fever? Then it�s 
time to spruce up the cabin!

It doesn�t have to be complicated 
or cost a fortune. A little ingenuity 
and creativity in decorating can 
improve your mental health and 
appreciation of home and hearth 
until the robins return in a few 
weeks.

Nothing has as dramatic an effect 
as a simple can of paint. Do a wall. 
Do a room. Paint will brighten and 
freshen any space. You can go with 
the trendy beiges or taupes that you 
see in the Pottery 
Barn or Crate and 
Barrel catalogs, if 
you want a very 
modern look, 
says Michelle 
Weiss, owner and 
resident interior 
designer of La 
Shed du Fred in 
Callicoon, NY 
(845/887-6888). But she thinks it�s 
more important to choose your 
favorite color or combinations of 
colors to determine your theme.

�We don�t change our [design] 
philosophy to coincide with trends,� 
said the transplanted Manhattanite, 
who has decorated upscale hotels, 
restaurants and businesses across 
the country. �We think it�s a matter 
of creating what feels comfort-
able and friendly for you and your 
family.�

Weiss suggested starting with 
what she calls the �meditative 
spaces,� the bedroom and the bath.

�I Þ nd that nothing feels as luxu-
rious and uplifting as new linens,� 
she said. �A new set of sheets and 
spread or comforter in the bedroom, 

�And don�t 
forget the 
window 
garden.�

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
Forced bulbs and houseplants add a touch of color to drab winter windows. 

TRR photos by Debra Conway
A.A. El-Kammass, known professionally as Kammass, co-owner of La Shed du Fred in Calli-
coon, NY, shows one of the storage units he created. He builds bedding, dressers and storage 
units from recycled architectural units. Using beams from old barns, pillars from old buildings 
and woodwork made from old barn siding, he constructs new dressers, bedding, shelving and 
storage units/armoires with that vintage look.

A display of pottery can liven up the home. Fill the bowls with fresh fruit or vegetables. This 
kitchenware is displayed at La Shed du Fred.

or a new set of towels, shower curtain 
or area rug in the bath will change the 
whole demeanor of a room.�

Kevin Holley of Up River Home 
(570/296-2026) in Milford, PA, agrees. 
He favors his line of Mistral bath 
products�gels, lotions, soaps and 
candles�to brighten up a bathroom.

�Lovely candles, particularly those 
with certain scents can be very calm-
ing,� said Weiss.

In the living area, both Holley and 
Weiss agree that new furniture slip-
covers�particularly those washable 

and changeable with 
each season�and 
perhaps new throw 
pillows, will enliven 
the decor. 

A vase of fresh 
ß owers will also go 
a long way toward 
bringing spring to 
a room. Or use silk 
ß owers until the real 

ones bloom.
�And don�t forget the window 

garden,� said Weiss. �Even a coffee 
can, some dirt or potting soil, some 
bulbs or a packet of seeds forced 
indoors during this time of year will 
soon make you think spring is on the 
way.�

Similarly, a cozy armchair, sur-
rounded by new houseplants�a 
Boston Fern on a pedestal, perhaps�
will bring new life to any winter land-
scape.

And by that armchair, try a new 
lamp, Holley said. A colored or tex-
tured shade, beaded, or stained glass 
will add pizzaz and a little brightness 
and bling to a room.

In the kitchen or dining area, try a 
couple of new, inexpensive curtain 

panels. (Also applicable in the bed, 
bath, kitchen or living room.) Or Þ nd 
an artsy ceramic bowl for the counter-
top or family table and Þ ll it with fresh 
fruit or vegetables of the season.

In any space, ß oors are also domi-
nate. In addition to colorful area rugs, 
Weiss suggests stripping and staining 
old ß oors to give them new life. Paint-
ing ß oors, particularly in older homes 
where wood is very worn, is an option. 
Stenciling is another option.

This is the time of year, Weiss said, 
to think about removing clutter. It�s a 

good time to reorganize, regroup 
and purge, she said. Wicker baskets 
are one way to accomplish that. So 
is a system of new shelving. 

�A new piece of unÞ nished furni-
ture designed for the task of storing 
or displaying is ideal,� said Weiss. 
�Trying your hand at staining or 
Þ nishing brings a new level of 
�you�� into the mix. One thing leads 
to another, and pretty soon you 
have your own personality into the 
decor, and not just trends.�
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PEACE BEAUTY LOVE

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

EIDOS DESIGN GROUP (EDG)
architects & designers

646.229.0059

RESOURCES & DESIGN FOR NATURE & HUMANITY

GRACIOUS COUNTRY LIVING

PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE NEW YORK OFFICE
219 Broad Street 386 State Route 97
Milford, PA 18337 Sparrowbush, NY 12780
T: (570) 296-0600 T: (845) 856-6629

Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1969

This spacious ranch home offers living room w/ fi replace, dining room, new kitchen, 
huge family room w/ cathedral ceiling & French doors, 5 large bedrooms, 3 full baths, 
full basement, 2-car garage & much more on 16+ acres w/ lakefront on this pristine 
private lake! $349,900
*7 newly subdivided parcels available (3 lakefront). Call for details*

Bring Your Horses!
Fabulous country home offers living 
room, dining room, family room w/ 
fi replace, 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, rear 
deck, 2-car garage & new 2-stall barn 
& corral! $329,000

Colonial w/ Lake Rights!
Home offers LR, DR, kitchen, 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, wood fl oors, w/w 
carpet, French doors, pellet stove & 
deeded lake rights! $269,000

Licensed in NJ, NY and PA. View more listings at www.GebaRealty.com

4889 State Route 52
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

845-482-5058 • Fax: 845-482-4726

BETHEL BEAUTY
Totally remodeled 3 story Victorian home with a 2 bedroom/2 
bath cottage in the rear. Property includes stone walls as well 
as professional landscaping setting opposite White Lake and 

within 2 miles of the Performing Art Center. Can be a commer-
cial space or residential home. Completely renovated in 1998 

with built-in cabinetry and wood fl oors. Don’t miss your chance 
to own a business on the Main Road leading to Woodstock!! 

Asking: $799,000

TRULY EXQUISITE
Fabulous private home located on 45 acres with 6-person 
sauna and hot tub room, in-ground heated swimming pool 
surrounded by 20x40’ cedar deck and 3 room pool house. 
Home also includes your own gym, guest cottage and 25’ 
high wood ceilings. Too much to list. Defi nitely a must see!

Asking: $2,200,000
This 3 BR, 2 bath split-level on 1.2 acres has a custom 
kitchen with oak cabinets, vaulted ceilings with skylight, 
HW floors, and wall to wall carpet. Large FR with tile 
floors and built in cabinets. Eldred schools. Take a walk 
to the Delaware or Mogaup River. Don’t let this one
get away. $285,900

New construction in scenic area of Glen Spey. N.Y., 
situated on 1.25 acres. High ranch features 3 BRs, 2 
baths, master BR w/master bath. LR w/corner fireplace, 
2 car garage. Great Price.  $274,900

243 EAST MAIN STREET • PORT JERVIS, NY
1.845.856.4492

905 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. • MATAMORAS, PA
1.570.491.4492 800.796.3564

www.erameloirealty.com • rmeloio@aol.com

 Now Open at 905 Pennsylvania Avenue in Matamoras, PA

Always There for You!
For nearly two decades, ERA Meloi Realty 

of Port Jervis, NY has helped thousands 

across the Tri-State region achieve their 

real estate goals and dreams.

ERA Meloi 
Realty

BUY • SELL • LEASE  Your Tri-State Real Estate Connection – Licensed in NY, NJ & PA

JAC
CONSTRUCTION

Foundation Repairs

Masonry & Stone Work

Decks & Additions

Interior/Exterior Work

Sheetrock/Taping/Painting

Phone/Fax: 845.434.4769

GARDEN CORNER:GARDEN CORNER:
Birdhouses, feeders, planters, wind chimes, decorative accessories,

vases, dried flowers and more

KITCHEN/HOME CORNER:KITCHEN/HOME CORNER:
Great selection for entertaining, hostess gifts, candles, decorations & gift sets of teas, gourmet biscuits & mixes

CRAFTS CORNER:CRAFTS CORNER:
Exciting yarns, needles, supplies for knitting and crocheting, beads and jewelry supplies,

basket making, origami, kids craft kits

POET’S CORNER:POET’S CORNER:
For gift books, journals, note cards and reference materials covering all of the corners;

large variety of used cookbooks.

BONUS COLLECTIBLES MALL:BONUS COLLECTIBLES MALL:
Antiques, jewelry, postcards, stamps, housewares, uniques

4 Corners of Artful Living

22 MAIN STREET

NARROWSBURG, NY

845-252-3688
WWW.4CORNERSLIVING.COM

GIFTS
GIFTS GIFTS

GIFTS

Weekly

Knitting Classes

Call for sched.

Monthly CraftWorkshopsCall for details

CLOSED MON. & TUES.
WED. & THUR 12-4

FRI. 10-5  •  SAT. 10-8
SUN. 10-4

holbert bros. 
bluestone company

237 Masthope Plank Road

Lackawaxen, Pennsylvania

wallstone ~ irregular flagging

bridges ~ landscape boulders

natural steps

~ we buy bluestone rubble piles ~

Wayne Holbert, PA Bluestone Farmer

570-685-4405 • Fax 570-685-3141
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�Each time you 
complete a mini-
goal, pat yourself 

on the back.�

� THE COUNTRY GARDEN �

Gardening resolutions 
By ROSEMARY MANDEVILLE

HHappy New Year! Now, before you think I�ve had too much dande-
lion wine, let me assure you that I know that January 1st is well behind us. The 
beginning of a new year in the garden, though, is fast approaching, so it�s time 
to make resolutions for the season ahead. Here are some of mine. 

Learn a new skill 
Instead of buying new plants this 

year, try starting a couple of things 
from seed, or divide that big clump 
of hosta to spread around the yard 
or among friends. Cut some forsythia 
and watch it take root. You can create 
a whole hedge if you want to. Save 
some seeds from a favorite ß ower or 
vegetable, plant them next year and 
see what happens. How about making 
some wine? Or jam? Whatever your 
current skills, take the next step to 
expand your garden knowledge. 

Shop at a farmers market 
Both Sullivan County, NY and 

Wayne County, PA have active farm-
ers markets where everyone can have 
access to fresh, sometimes organic 
products, even if you don�t have a 
garden of your own. Without our sup-
port, however, this valuable resource 
could disappear. Let�s resolve to sup-
port our local farmers this year. 

Read some good books or 
magazines 

Whether for information or inspira-
tion, books and magazines can get us 
into the garden even if it�s only in our 
imagination. In my opinion, Fine Gar-
dening and Horticulture magazines 
are about the best in the U.S. I�m also 
fond of the British magazines Gardens 
Illustrated and Garden Design. When 
your chores are done and you�re ready 
to curl up with a good book, try �The 
Greater Perfection� by Francis H. 
Cabot. Filled with incredible photogra-
phy, it brings you on a virtual tour of 
a beautiful garden along the Hudson 
river. If vegetables are one of your 
interests, try �This Organic Life: Con-
fessions of a Suburban Homesteader� 
by Joan Dye Gussow. It�s not a how-to 
book, but more a journey into the joys 
and politics of locally produced foods. 
Both books are available through 
both the Wayne and Sullivan County 
library systems. 

Set goals for the garden 
A new season offers limitless 

opportunities to learn and grow, to 
make plans and dreams come true. 
Some goals may be long term, some 
may be completed in an hour or a 
day, but the important thing is to 
decide where you want to go and 
how you plan to get there. Write 
your goals down (in your garden 
journal, of course), then break down 
each goal into steps that can be com-
pleted in a reasonable time. Each 
time you complete a mini-goal, give 
yourself a pat on the back. If you 
keep completing mini-goals, it�s 
impossible not to eventually reach 
the main goal. 

I hope you�ll join me in these 
garden resolutions, and perhaps 
add a few of your own. By setting 
goals, establishing new habits and 
charting a course for the next year, 
we can aim to have the best garden 
year ever.

Keep a garden journal 
�He who does not learn from his-

tory is bound to repeat it.� Those 
words of wisdom are just as true 
in the garden as they are in world 
events. The best way to learn from 
your successes and failures is to 
keep a record of your gardening 
activities. It can be as simple or 
as complex as you wish, but you 
should at least record things like the 
vegetable varieties you�ve planted, 
ideas for a new ß ower bed or the 
date of the last frost. I keep a ring 
binder with to-do notes, plans and 
photos, and a Þ le folder each year 
for receipts, pictures and descrip-
tions of the things I ordered. On the 
receipts, I often write where the new 
shrub or perennial was planted. I 
also keep notes on when I planted 
different seeds, when they were 
transplanted, when they began 
to bloom, etc. That way, the next 
year I can adjust my planting dates 
accordingly. You�d be surprised 
how often the notebooks and Þ les 
come in handy. 

Planning the coming season�s garden journal and reading gardening magazines and books 
helps to pass the time until spring.

TRR photos by Rosemary Mandeville
Support your local farmers markets. Use the produce you buy and grow to make jellies and 
jams.
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R T V 9 0 0

A Whole New Breed of Utility Vehicle
Finally, a utility vehicle built as tough 

as a tractor: The Kubota RTV900
• 21.6 HP diesel engine – Run, climb and haul all day long
• Hydrostatic power steering – Maneuver in the roughest 
 terrain with ease
• Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) – 3-range 
 transmission for extra torque
• Hydraulic wet disc brakes – Smooth, consistent braking
• Hydraulic lift (Worksite and Turf Models) – 1,100 lb. cargo bed capacity
• Ground-hugging suspension – Fully independent front and semi-independent 
 rear suspension

JEFFERSONVILLE GARAGE
4992 State Route 52 • Jeffersonville, NY 12748 • 845-482-5321

E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  V A L U E   •  www.kubota.com

Tractor tough. 
Kubota smart

CATSKILLCATSKILL
CUSTOM CUSTOM FLOORSFLOORS

Covering the Catskills One Floor at a Time

CARPET • VINYL • WOOD • CERAMIC • LAMINATES

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES*
Owned and Operated with over 50 Years Experience

Route 52, Youngsville, NY • 845-482-3988

Monday thru Friday 9:30am to 7pm • Saturday 9am to 5pm • Sunday 12 Noon to 3pm

Also: Electrolux Vacuum Sales & Service
*For purchasing customers

HEAT 
YOUR 
HOUSE 

FOR LESS!
ALL AROUND 
THE HOUSE

Heating Systems Division • Glen Wild, NY
Clean, Quiet, Safe Oil Heat

845-434-0212 or 800-860-0097

Over 400InstalledLocally!

Electric        Propane   Our Systems

$$$$           

$$$

$$

Annual Cost of Staying Warm

TENBUSTENBUS
CONSTRUCTION
“WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.”

Building a Better Home

���

Specializing in

Custom Built Homes

We offer quality 

construction that you 

will be proud of. 

Terry Tenbus

99 Parker Road

Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-3500

STAY WARM THIS WINTER

RON LENZ
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

LOCAL TRANE DEALER

SALES & SERVICE OF:

HEAT PUMPS • OIL & GAS HEATING SYSTEMS

CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL WORK

FREE ESTIMATES

570-729-8533

LB Woodworking
Handmade Cabinets, Furniture and Interiors

1419 Beach Lake Highway • Beach Lake, PA

570-729-0000

Visit our New
PROSOURCE CENTER

4 Bon Jovi Lane
Liberty, NY

Across from the Liberty Home & Garden

(845) 292-6338

• SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

• Building Supplies

• Windows & Doors

• Roofi ng

• Siding

• Mill Work

• Insulated
Concrete Forms

• EQUIPMENT &
TOOL RENTALS

BOYES & NOREN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Custom & Log Homes, Additions, Garages
Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters

Replacement Windows • Roofing • Decks
Metal Roofing Specialists

Fully Insured

Aden Rd • PO Box 651 • Neversink, NY 12765

Sean Boyes

Keith Torrens

845-295-5462
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� THE ART OF LIVING �

Buy what you love 
By MARY GREENE

BBarry Becker and Tony 
Coscia look right at home in their 
elegantly furbished River Gallery in 
Narrowsburg, NY (845/252-3230). 
The couple spends time creating 
�vignettes� of various styles in the 
gallery that incorporate American 
and Asian antique furniture, light-
ing, ceramics and art work. �We 
want to show the working relation-
ship of interiors with art work,� said 
Becker. The gallery shows the work 
of a number of local artists, includ-
ing Frank Holmes, Jill Mackie, 
Dennis Corrigan and Jim McGinley. 
�We keep our pieces conducive to 
the area. We want it to be organic. 
Everything is about wood, stone, 
water, Þ re.�

In addition to the artwork, the 
store carries Þ ne food items, can-
dles and soaps. Becker and Coscia 
emphasize affordability and service 
for their customers. �People are get-
ting into entertaining and being at 
home. They want to be comfortable 
and to have beautiful, natural set-
tings,� says Becker.

When creating a special display, 
work with what you have. Color is 
important and the various pieces 
should pick up the same colors. 
A Tibetan chest may pick up the 
same tones as a Mackie painting, for 
example, and the colors are dupli-
cated again in the table-top accesso-
ries. It is good to add something that 
will give the whole area a �pop,� 
says Becker, such as a Þ gurine or 
special vase. 

Becker advises customers not to 
buy a name but to buy �art that you 
relate to, that makes you feel com-

fortable. Art is personal,� he said.
Jerry Horn of Jerico Fine Arts Gal-

lery in Callicoon, NY (845/887-5990) 
agrees.

�My gallery features local artists or 
artists from New York City who have 
studios here,� he says. �The Upper 
Delaware River valley inspires them 
and they paint what they see.� Jay 
Brooks, a �true local,� says Horn, is his 
most popular artist.

Many of his customers are second-
home owners. �When they come in, 
very few are buying for investment. 
What they are looking for is a beauti-
ful landscape, something that reß ects 
the area. 

�Certainly,� says Horn, �a good 
piece of art will always increase in 
value.� But he advises customers to 
buy what is beautiful, what inspires 
and affects them. �I would rather see 
someone buy something they love and 
build the room around it� than pur-
chase art to Þ t into a décor, he said.

Hortense Jacobs is director and cura-
tor of The ARTery Fine Arts and Fine 
Crafts gallery in Milford, PA (570/409-
1234). The gallery began six or seven 
years ago as �a cooperative with about 
20 artist members,� says Jacobs. The 
gallery hosts group shows and two-
person shows, and �currently, shows 
are changing every three weeks, to 
coordinate with Milford�s �Art after 
Dark� program,� she said. The gal-
lery shows Þ ne art, including that of 
renowned watercolorist Joan Ross 
and the whimsical oil paintings of Al 
Rosser, as well as sculpture, photogra-
phy and jewelry. 

Jacobs also Þ nds that true art lovers 
will buy a piece they really connect 

with. �A lot of it is: how does it make 
you feel? And what are you going to 
use it for?� she said. 

Galleries are �great places for small 
gatherings,� said Jacobs, and recently 
the Black Bear Film Festival held their 
reception at the ARTery. 

�People think galleries mean art 
work,� said Becker of the River Gal-
lery. But, he said, �a gallery is a 
showroom of art media, of painting, 
furniture, rugs, table top accessories. 
Showing the art of living.�

Guidelines for choosing 
art and creating room 
displays

� Work with what you have.
� Consider the space you are 

working with and what you 
want out of the space, whether it 
be a foyer, a dining area, mantle 
display or bedroom.

� Have fun creating �vignettes� 
around the artwork, incorporat-
ing lighting, rugs, furniture and 
tabletop accessories.

� Consider what technique and 
style you appreciate, and what 
mood you wish to create. Tones 
can be warm or cool; settings can 
be contemporary, modern, primi-
tive or an eclectic mix.

� Colors should complement 
each other and add vibrancy.

� Choose art that you really 
like and that makes you feel at 
home.

� A good piece of art will 
increase in value over time.

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
Arrangements of art objects and paintings at The River Gallery in Narrowsburg, NY show how 
displays of art can look in one�s home.

Glass pieces can complement hanging art in 
the home. These pieces are available at the 
ARTery in Milford, PA.

Jerico Gallery features work of local artists. Jerry Horn, the gallery owner, urges collectors to 
buy what they love and then arrange décor around it. 
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� RENOVATING, COUNTRY STYLE �

Where there�s a wall
By JENNIFER O�REILLY

TThe promise of a coming 
spring often gives birth to inclina-
tions for sprucing up. 

Changing a wall surface can make 
seldom-used space more inviting or 
simply change a room�s ambiance. 
Although sometimes daunting, it is 
always do-able. Regardless of your 
medium�paint, wallpaper or cov-
erings such as wood or fabric, when 
the agony of the decision-making 
and preparatory steps are over, the 
actual procedure is a joy.

There are three principles to main-
tain as you contemplate and prog-
ress through a project. First, you 
can do it yourself, even if you�ve 
never attempted something like this 
before. Second, there will be forks 
and bumps along the road, so be 
ß exible while keeping the end-goal 
in mind, and third, whatever you do 
does not have to be permanent.

This last truth is 
why I primarily use 
paint with an occa-
sional paper border 
at chair rail or cornice 
level. That way, if I 
don�t like how it�s 
going, or if I commit 
a big boo-boo in ope-
randi, either is easily remedied by 
simply repainting. Wall coverings, 
while rewarding, require removal 
if you decide in an hour, a day, 
month, year, or decade to make a 
change. The act of �undoing� even 
something you do not like, though 
cathartic, can be challenging. Other-
wise, wouldn�t all the walls in your 
house change with your moods as 
the years progressed?

It�s also important to understand 
that, unless you are leaving a wall 
empty, whatever you plan to hang 
or place in front of it must be com-
plemented by the treatment you are 
adding and not Þ ght the wall itself. 
This, unfortunately, is why many 
shy from color, opting instead for 
what is believed to be safe. White. 

White is not safe. White reß ects 
all light, creating eye-tiring glare. 
It also represents deß ection of the 
decision-making process and as per 
Webster�s deÞ nition: white is �the 
lack of any color.� Many designers 
and therapists have decreed it one 

�White 
is not 
safe.�

TRR photos by Marcia Nehemiah
Rather than safe white walls, consider using 
a vibrant color to accentuate décor and make 
furnishings pop.

This rich color, Bruning Paint�s �Butterscotch,� complements an arrangement of vintage cross 
stitch samplers. 

of the most depressing �colors� com-
monly used.

The good news is that most of us 
want to use color but can be intimi-
dated by the prospect of choosing the 
�wrong� one. Paint specialty stores 
and departments can now so expertly 
match a paint color to anything you 
might venture to bring them, this need 
no longer be a worry. The true concern 
for the use of color is not which to use, 
but how much (its depth/tone as well 
as overall wall space) and where. 

A general rule of thumb is big, bold 
colors require big space and big objects 
to provide balance in a room. In a bath-
room, for example, if the door, vanity, 
commode and bath/shower are all 
white, they together comprise a big 
object that balances out a big color. 
Half walls, walls that feature art, mir-
rors and portraits can be painted in 
deep tones, but should lean toward 

the earth tones rather 
than vivid colors so that 
art and photos are not 
�hidden� on the wall.

For example, a texture 
technique called �suede 
painting� is simple, yet 
appears complex, giving 
the appearance of a rich, 

brushed suede fabric on the wall. I 
chose this treatment in a deep-toned 
buckskin brown as backdrop for 
artwork featuring Native American 
themes. The wall was imperfect, which 
was Þ ne for this technique (less work, 
too) and I chose sanded paint speciÞ ed 
for �sueding/suede painting.� The 
Þ rst coat went on thickly and evenly, 
in an up and down (as opposed to side-
to-side stroke) application. After wait-
ing two full days for a completely dry 
surface, the last step was applied. 

In four-foot  by two-foot sections 
(visualized, not marked on the wall!), a 
series of overlapping X�s were brushed 
(FULL of paint, mind you, no mincing 
on paint in this technique) downward 
from top to middle, then upward from 
bottom to middle. Then (again with a 
full brush) the middle was X-ed over 
and over, blending the upper and 
lower X-ed sections. As long as the 
paint was wet, the X�s could be repeat-
edly brushed in. Alternating sizes, 
deepness and breadth of stroke added 
the depth and dimension that true 

brushed suede shows. The only danger 
was in not moving quickly enough. If 
the edges dry, they become tacky and 
cannot be blended into the next four-
foot by two-foot section. 

The only downfall was that each 
stage had to be done in a single day. 
And be prepared: making lots of X�s 
can be a little tiring.

The main component for success-
fully completion of a home decorating 
project is preparedness. Having the 
right tools, an adequate allotment of 
time and a complete understanding 
of the proper technique to achieve 
the effect desired are non-negotiable. 
Practice board, spare scraps of drywall 
or plain �laying around the garage� 
board are very useful for experiment-
ing with brush-stroke and creating 
muscle memory.

So, if you desire to change your 
world, go forth and do it. And have 
some fun.

[Jennifer O�Reilly has painted, sten-
ciled, wall papered and applied suede 
paint to the walls of her country home 
in PA.]
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GROW
Helping Sullivan

Since 1913
When you’re ready to look for 
fi nancing, see us fi rst. Unlike 
most other banks and mortgage 
companies, The First National Bank 
of Jeffersonville offers fi nancing on:

• Mobile Homes
• Second Homes
• Business Properties
• Restoration Projects
• Small or Large Parcels
• Hobby Farms

We know you’ll be happy with our 
low closing costs, our competititve 
rates and our friendly, helpful staff. 
We pride ourselves on originating 
and servicing all our loans from 
the day you come in to fi ll out the 
application till the day you make the 
last payment.

Whether you’re looking to fi nance 
your fi rst new home, a vacation 
getaway or to open a new business, 
see us fi rst.

www.jeffbank.com

Jeffersonville 845-482-4000
Eldred 845-557-8513
Liberty 845-292-6300
Loch Sheldrake 845-434-1180
Monticello 845-791-4000

Livingston Manor 845-439-8123
Narrowsburg 845-252-6570
Callicoon 845-887-4866
Wurtsboro 845-888-5890
Wal�Mart/Monticello 845-794-3988

24 HOUR ATMs IN ALL TEN LOCATIONS

ON-LINE BANKING 
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�Contrary to popular belief, 
hunger is

detrimental to a dinner party.�

� SIMPLY ENTERTAINING �

Serve it stress free
By JENNIFER O�REILLY

WWhether you�re having 
guests to dinner for the Þ rst time 
or need a kick-start back into the 
entertaining groove, here�s a pro-
fessionally advised checklist for 
pros and novices alike. Thankfully, 
the important aspects of an enjoy-
able dinner party for four or 40 are 
simple concepts easily divided into 
two categories.

Menu and preparation
Plan. Completely. Sheelah Kaye 

Stepkin of Torte Knox Recreational 
Cooking School in Hawley, PA 
(570/226-8200) recommends that 
entertaining engagements follow 
the French proverb, �mise en place� 
or everything in its place. If guests 
are coming to dinner Friday, she 
said, �the menu should be com-
plete with the shopping done by 
Wednesday,� excepting items 
such as bread  where freshness is 
paramount. Always allow time for 
multiple trips to the grocer, and 
perhaps multiple grocers, since 
nothing seems to inspire an out-of-
stock condition like a dinner party. 
Stepkin advised: �Cut, chop and 
measure out all the ingredients and 
set the table Thursday night. Then 
on Friday, all you need to do is mix 
everything together and cook it.�

Be sure to directly ask guests about 
food allergies and preferences. You 
really want to avoid a premature 
end to your party because an ambu-
lance arrives to cart a guest with 
shellÞ sh allergies to the hospital 
before his throat swells shut. Are 
any guests vegetarians? If so, how 
�veggie� are they? No meat only? 
No meat, no eggs, no cheese? 

In addition to being conscientious 
of an uncomfortable or even danger-
ous faux pas, Stanley Harper, chef at 
Main Street Café in Narrowsburg, 
NY, (845/252-7222) recommended 
that the main course �not distract 
from the gathering and be easy to 
eat. Take the chicken off the bone,� 

for example, to allow guests to enjoy 
the conversation and not �have to be 
looking down at their plate� to navi-
gate through the meal.

Each course offered should reß ect 
the season. There�s nothing worse than 
boiling hot soup on the hottest day of 
the year, and likewise, summer salad 
in the depth of a cold January just feels 
inappropriate. One exception�themed 
parties. For example, in the heart of 
February, when everyone is so tired of 
winter, a �tropical� theme can be great 
fun. Parasol drinks, shish-ka-bobs, 
crudités as opposed to hot appetizers 
are wonderful for rebelling against the 
doldrums of winter. The big caution 
for a thematic approach is: avoid sub-
tlety. This is the time for all-out hoki-
ness. Let your guests know your theme 
in advance and let them in on the fun. 
Remember, the danger is that if you 
shy-step-it with an almost or slightly 
themed approach, your guests will be 
left wondering just exactly what you 
were trying to accomplish.

Social structure
Unfortunately, the social aspect of 

a dinner party is often regarded as a 
by-product of the event. It is not. It is 
the overriding reason for the gather-
ing. People talk. They talk before they 
eat, while they eat and after they eat. 
Conversation is an important aspect 
of a successful evening. In this regard, 
Harper said, �Guests need structure. 
They need focus, a direction to talk 
in, and people of both similar and 
differing opinions to speak with who 
know as much as they.� Beware of 
the overbearing, �only-my-opinion-
counts-and-the-louder-I-get-the-more-
it-counts� type. They are death to 
a �party� atmosphere. Harper also 
advised a couple of considerations for 
keeping a consistent ß ow of conversa-
tion: �Choose each guest carefully,� 
and when invitations are issued, �tell 
them we will be discussing something 
in particular�a movie or event and 
not something particularly political; 

in fact, the less so the better.� Keep 
the end goal in mind; the objective 
is to host an entertaining event, not 
a Þ ery debate. 

Contrary to popular belief, hunger 
is detrimental to a dinner party. 
When people experience hunger, 
they eat. For this reason Harper 
suggested serving �substantial 
hors d�oeuvres. Don�t have guests 
coming to the table hungry.� When 
guests see real food, they know they 
are going to eat well and they relax. 
Cheeses, nuts, little bites of salmon 
or proscuttio  take the edge off and 
allows for polite dinner appetite.

And if you really are planning for 
40, seriously consider calling in a 
caterer. Either of the professionals 
that chimed in for this article would 
be happy to help you carry off a 
wonderfully successful event.

TRR Þ le photos

Prepare ahead, advises Sheelah-Kaye Stepkin of Torte Knox cooking school in Hawely, PA, 
to assure that your dinner party goes smoothly. Set the table the evening before your guests 
arrive so you can focus on cooking the day of the event. 
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Do you have pets in your home? Does anyone in your home smoke? 

Does anyone in your family suffer from allergies, asthma or breathing difficulties? 

Do you ever suffer from a dry throat, dry skin or experience static electricity in your home? Do cooking or other odors tend to linger in your home? 

Do you tend to use anti-bacterial household products like soap or cleaners? 

Have you ever purchased or used portable (plug-in) room air cleaners or humidifiers to relieve symptoms of unclean or dry air? 

Are there some rooms or areas in your home that are uncomfortable or that vary dramatically in temperature? 

Do you regularly program your thermostat for energy savings? 

Has it been more than a year since you had your heating and cooling system cleaned and inspected?

If you answered yes to any of these questions call Narrowsburg Mechanical for a FREE indoor air quality needs assessment.

In today’s airtight homes, indoor air In today’s airtight homes, indoor air 
quality is a growing concern. Most quality is a growing concern. Most 

household dust contains dust mites, mold, household dust contains dust mites, mold, 
mildew, pollen and animal dander. Many mildew, pollen and animal dander. Many 

of these contaminants are circulated of these contaminants are circulated 
through the central air systems in most through the central air systems in most 
homes and can aggravate the symptoms homes and can aggravate the symptoms 

of asthma and allergies. of asthma and allergies. 

How can these contaminants 
be removed from your air duct system?

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.
Keeping your home cleaner, healthier and more effi cient

5657 State Route 97 Narrowsburg, NY
845-252-6735  •  1-866-788-4914

Serving the Upper  Delaware River  Val ley
e     y     w      r

w w w . N a r r o w s b u r g H VA C . c o m

What 

are You

Breathing?
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FRANK SMITH & SONS
Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING

PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS

SERVICE & REPAIR

Rotary Driller and/or 

Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road • Cochecton, NY 12726

845-252-6642 

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

Joseph Montalbano
Senior Loan Officer

18 Prince Street
Monticello, NY

845-791-1700, ext. 1504
Cell: 631-255-5987

email:
jmontalbano@sicupstate.com

There’s no place like home.
Joe Montalbano can help make buying, or 

refi nancing a home a fast, easy and stress-free 

experience, he’ll even come to your home. Joe 

can work with any type of credit—good or bad. 

Joe has what it takes to make your dreams come 

true. After all, there’s no place like home.

Serving Sullivan, Orange, Dutchess and Ulster Counties

LICENSED REAL ESTATE 
BROKERS PA & NY

“In the heart of the 
Delaware River Valley”

Main St. • Box 145
Narrowsburg, NY

Narrowsburg, NY
7 bedroom, older 2-story. 
Features wood fl oors, full porch, 
full basement, partially updated.
$169,500

PENN 
YORK
REAL ESTATE

You can now visit us on line at:
www.pennyorkrealestate.com

Dianna Gilbert

845-252-3547

JS ElectricJ S Electric
Serving Sullivan County

Heat • Light • Power
Residential / Commerical

James A. Sackett
Licensed Electrical Contractor

845-252-7461
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

JMR Construction
New Homes • Custom Renovations • Additions • Siding

Fully Insured

570-559-7935
Joe Riccardi

Shohola, PA

MAJOR APPLIANCES • LUMBER • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • RENTALS & MORE

®
HOME CENTER

®

OPEN 7 DAYS
MON-FRI 7:30–6
SAT 7:30–5; SUN 8–3
Route 6 & 209 • Milford, PA

570-296-7012HOME CENTER

Luhrs
The name you have trusted for more than 35 years!

Our New Home Improvement & Installation Program 
helps install many of the fi ne products that we sell.
One-Stop Convenience-Quality Workmanship by 
Professional, Reliable, Trusted and Experienced 

Craftsmen employed by Luhrs.

AS ALWAYS • GREAT SERVICE AND FREE DELIVERY

Twice the tractor. Half the size.

The convenience of a garden tractor.

The versatility of a compact tractor.

Marshall Machinery Inc.
Route 652 

Honesdale, PA 18431
(570) 729-7117

B  X  2  3



34 � Our Country HOME � WINTER 2006 The River Reporter

Spectacular Homes

A true Country Retreat set on a 5 acre wooded lot.

Competitively Priced at $349,900

Here's a unique oppurtunity to plan your dream home before construction begins. 
There's still time to customize this home with your choice of  interior colors, cabinets 
and lighting fi xtures plus exterior fi nishes such as decks, porches and landscaping.

This beautiful 4 bedroom, 2½ bath, 2-story colonial comes with 9 ft. ceilings, 42' raised 
panel oak cabinets, a fi replace with marble surround, a stunning farmer's front porch 
and 2-car garage. Many luxurious options are also available while the home is in the 
design process. Plan to visit our model and learn why Quality Crafted Homes is well 
recognized in the area for superior craftsmanship and attention to detail.

Call for an appointment today to view this gorgeous wooded lot
located in Western Sullivan County, New York

QUALITY CRAFTED HOMES
County Road 25 & Rt. 52 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764 

(845) 252-7301
The above photo is an artist’s rendering only. Actual house being built may vary slightly from the rendering.

Model Open Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10 to 4,

Saturday 10 to 3, and alternate days by appointment.
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Contractor Pro

Air Duct
Cleaning Systems

Keeping your home cleaner, healthier and more effi cient

845-252-6735 • 1-866-788-4914
Serving the Upper  Delaware River  Val ley

www.NarrowsburgHVAC.com

BUILDING? RENOVATING?
There’s a lot that goes into building a new home, or renovating an 
old one. You’ll want the home of your dreams to feel as comfortable 
as it looks. Your family will use your home’s heating, cooling & 
water systems on a daily basis. New construction and renovations 
offer the perfect opportunity to make choices that can optimize your 
home for energy effi ciency, improved water, and indoor air quality. 
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can help you make the choices you 
need to make today for tomorrow.

Air Cleaner
With Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc., you’ll be sure that the air 

delivered through your heating and cooling system is clean.

Humidifi ers
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a humidifi er that will 
properly maintain the humidity level in your home while giving 
your family comfort and protecting your woodwork and fl oors.

Ultraviolet Air Treatment
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a system that zaps 

surface mold and airborne bacteria.

Ventilation
Tight and energy effi cient homes can trap stale air inside. Let 
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. bring in fresh air effi ciently and 
economically.

Temperature Zoning
Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. eliminate hot and cold 

spots throughout your home by installing a zoning system that 
is comfortable, energy effi cient and the best way to maintain a 

perfect temperature in every room.

High Effi ciency Water Heating
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can provide you with a high 
effi ciency water system.

Energy Star
Replacement Systems

Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. protect you and your family.

Thermostats
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a thermostat that will 
give you precise and comfortable heating and cooling control.

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.
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